-
The Craftspeople of Ancient Benin e
gmrﬁlklngdom.

Ini the Kingdem of Benin, craftspeople worked in guilds — groups of people with the same skill.
They made high-quality goods for the Oba (the king), the royal court and the kingdom.

Ivory carvers Blacksmiths

Bronze casters made beautiful Ivory carvers made detailed Blacksmiths made tools, Wood carvers made carved

bronze plaques, statues and artworks from elephant tusks, weapons and other metal items panels, figures, masks and
heads. They used a special including ﬂgur\!s, masks and from iron. stools,
method called lost-wax casting. ornaments. o i T .
Their work showed the history, Their carvings were used in hyl;;Li:ing :terdung tm?sggon:“ Their T::: il w::f;;:fi;wal
beliefs and important peaple the royal court and for farming, building and the army. P SEem
of Benin, special ceremaonies. X d .

The craftspeople of Benin created
extracrdinary objects that are still admired

today around the world. - -
Beniin City - a centre of skill, culture and creathvity.

When you see a Benin bronze, it
makes you understand that African
society produced some great
civilizations and established some

Key Vocabulary

kingdom a place ruled by a king or queen

a special event where people come together
ceremony C

to celebrate or mark something important

something special that people do in the same
ritual way every time, often to celebrate or

remember something important

reincarnation

being born again in a new body after you die.

the name given to the first kings who ruled

great c%JItu.res. Whgt happt.ened to Ogiso the Benin Kingdom
the Benin kingdom is a reminder of
what happened in many, many
other parts of the African a royal family who ruled one after another
continent. dynasty for a long time
Many of the Benin bronzes are on
display around the world, they were
taken by force by explorers in the a person who buys and sells goods to make
. . merchant
Victorian era. But should they be money
given back? What do you think?
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What were the key achievements of the Benin Kingdom?
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