st Mark and All Saints C of € Primary
School and Hedgehogs Nursery

Welcome Back and Happy New Year!

| think in our first two weeks of term we have experienced almost all forms
of January weather- which doesn’t leave a lot of variety for the rest of the
term! Thank you for continuing to do your best to ensure your children
are at school on time every day with the right equipment, despite the
challenges that the weather and traffic have presented so far.

We are pleased to say we have 39 applications for Year R in September, 23
of which are first choice, a number which has grown year on year. Thank
you for all that you do to promote our school to the wider community of

parents in Godalming.

We are very happy that the majority of our planned playground markings
were able to be completed last week despite the snow. All that is
remaining is our large Times Table square for the front playground - even
the blowtorches couldn’t bring such a large surface area up to the
required temperature that day but it will be done very soon. The pictures
below are from the KS1 playground which many of you won’t have been
able to see but which is being very much enjoyed by our children every
day - thank you ALL for your fundraising efforts!

Our value this half term is Perseverance

SHEPHERD TRUST



Dates for the Diary_

21°* Jan - Y3 Class Assembly 9 - 9:30 - Families Welcome
21°* Jan - Y5 Visit to Charterhouse - Subject Carousel
23rd Jan - Family Voice Surrey PINS coffee morning 9am
28 Jan - Y5 Visit to Charterhouse - Subject Carousel
29" Jan - Y1 Parents Invited - Phonics/Little Wandle
Information Session 2:45 - 3:15

30™ Jan - FOSMAS Bounce For Books event

2" Feb - Open Classrooms 2:45 - 3:15 - Families Welcome
3™ Feb - Y3 Trip to Haslemere Museum

4™ Feb - Y5 Class Assembly 9 - 9:30 - Families Welcome
4th Feb - YR Visit to Godalming Library

4" Feb - Y5 Visit to Charterhouse - Subject Carousel
9th Feb - Y3 Swimming Week

10" Feb - Y4 Viking & Anglo Saxon Workshop

11" Feb - Y5 Visit to Charterhouse - Subject Carousel
16" - 20" Feb - HALF TERM

23" Feb - INSET DAY

24" Feb - Y1 SATRO Workshop

25" Feb - Y5 Visit to Charterhouse - Subject Carousel
2" Mar - Book Week - More details to follow

2" Mar - Open Classrooms 2:45 - 3:15 - Families Welcome
3" Mar - Y6 Try a Bike Course - Details to follow

4™ Mar - Y6 Learn to Ride a Bike - Details to follow

4™ Mar - Y5 Visit to Charterhouse - Subject Carousel

4" - 6™ Mar - Y4 Residential to PGL Marchants Hill
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= | ATTENDANCE 2025-2026!
Inset Dates 2025-26* :

)

'Year to Date 95.6%
Mon 23" February :Week. to Date 96.8%
Fri 22" May ' Previous Week 96.4%

Mon 1% June s J




Partnership for Inclusion of family
Neurodiversty in Schools (PINS) volce
Parents and carers coffee and Surrey
information sessions reidlole

Friday, January 23 at 9am — drop in welcome

Come along to a coffee morning to promote inclusion of children at St Mark and All

Saints. There will be an update from the Senco, Jill Mills, with a chance to ask questions

and make suggestions for how parents and the school could work together to
strengthen inclusion.

Why Join Us?

Our group is open to everyone, with a special focus on supporting children with
additional needs. No matter where you are on your journey - wondering if your child
might need extra support, working with school to explore their needs, awaiting an
assessment, or already navigating a diagnosis or EHCP - you are welcome here.

Every voice and every experience matters. Join the conversation!

Meeting Details
Date & Time: Friday, January 23 from 9am onwards
Refreshments available

How to join
* You are welcome to drop in on the day
* Or let us know you’re coming by emailing Jill Mills on senco@stmarkallsaints.uk

This session will be facilitated by Sara Draycott from Family Voice Surrey, the parent

carer forum for Surrey. https://familyvoicesurrey.org/your-voice-matters/
If you have any questions or comments, please email Sara, from Family Voice Surrey, on

sara.d@familyvoicesurrey.org

We hope you will join us and encourage other parent carers to come along too.
We look forward to seeing you!

Family Voice Surrey
Connect House, Kingston Road, Leatherhead, Surrey KT22 7LT
Together we can make a difference www.familyvoicesurrey.org



https://familyvoicesurrey.org/your-voice-matters/
https://familyvoicesurrey.org/your-voice-matters/
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INJOY A W
FREE 10-WEEKS

5ESSION T0
12-YEARS

DPEN WEEK

XPERIENCE THE LITTLE GYM DIFFERENCE
12-18 JANUARY

THE LITTLE GYM GODALMING
01483 343 000 | GODALMINGETHELITTLEGYM.CO.UK

-

Waverley
Family Centre
Open Morning
(Loseley)

Pop in, or give us a call
(01483 417157)
Scan the QR code to go to our
website.

Pamila A~



_ Happy New Year!

Helen Arkell

Ittt

Dyslexia Charity

New Online Courses for January

We are delighted to bring you two new online courses this January from
The National Handwriting Association.

Many dyslexic learners struggle with handwriting, and this can have a
% number of negative impacts on learning. Finding out about the skills
% involved in handwriting, why some learners struggle, what research tells
us about handwriting, and how to support learners with handwriting
% difficulties at home or in the classroom, is extremely valuable for both

parents and education professionals.

The National Handwriting Association are experts in this field and we are
delighted that they will come and share all their knowledge and expertise
over these two new Spotlight Sessions with us.

Need and Supporting
Best Practice in
Handwriting

Spotlight

5plc)l;.||:.h'. t.;-mm ‘ Date: 14 January 2026
part 10f2 Time: 6-Tom
Cost: £10

Helen Arkell

Ittt

Dyslesia Charity

\ —

This is Session 1 of a 2-part series by the National Handwriting Association
[NHA).

Online Course

Handwriting is a complex task which requires the integration of cognitive skills such
as idea generation, grammar and spelling with the motor skill involved in letter
formation. Research on writing skills in children with dyslexia as increased in recent
YEars.

Dr Emma Sumner is one researcher in the field who has considered handwriting and
typing skills in detail. Her research will be presented alongside implications and
strategies for teaching handwrting in the classroom.

In this session, our presenters Emma and Michelle will explore:

+ What does handwriting typically look like in children with dyslexia and how
does this differ from the handwriting of neurotypical children
+ What does current research tell us about handwriting difficulties and support
options
+ What role does weak spelling have on the impact of handwriting
+ Practical strateqies and top tips for supporting handwriting both at home and in
the classroom
This session is appropriate for parents and education professionals and is
amazing value for CPD at just £10 per session.

Recording available to those who book but are unable to make the event live

Spotlight 2: Wider
Implications of
Handwriting Difficulties

Spotlight

Date: 19 January 2026
Time: 6-7pm

Cost: £10

Online Course

Helen Arkell

Ittt

Dyyslexia Charity

This is Session 2 of a 2-part series by the National Handwriting Association
(NHA).
In this session, our presenters Emma and Michelle will explore:

» What does current research tell us about the wider implications of handwriting
difficulties
* What are the options for reasonable accommodations e.g. exira time/use of
word processor
« Practical strategies when handwriting difficulties persist into secondary school
= What role do handwriting interventions have
= When to consider touch typing
This session is appropriate for parents and education professionals and is
amazing value for CPD at just £10 per session.

Recording available to those who book but are unable to make the event live
online.



MNational
Autistic
Society

Wednesday

21" January

2026

Access and
advice to
Autism support

Wednesday 21 January 2026, 10am-12pm, Godalming

This session is for parents, carers and wider family members to hear about
what i available to support families of Autistic children,

We are able to support pre and post diagnosis.

Dwring this session you will: How to attend?
s  Learn about the help and support avalable * 'You can just urn up on the day, however if
fram the Surrey Family Support Service you are able to ket L know you are coming

it would be hedpful for aur planming.

« [Fnd out how you can access our suppart
¢  |f you would ke to know more or ta tell us

«  Leamn more about The Mandworks your coming, pleass email
p.arl;nc-r:hip O S g preer i a5, DL LK
s B signposted to other local support ¢« The session will be held at NAS Oid Ml

14 High Stresst, Godalming, GUT 1ED
&  [Have the opportunity ta join a Q&A session
for information and advice



Attendance  ATTEND TODAY

ACHIEVE T( M'”RP\'
Matters 2 €
Punctuality Matters too! mm

As a school, we are aware that lateness can severely affect
achievement. We monitor punctuality closely and have
strategies in place to address lateness.

The school gates are open from
8:45 am and close at 8:55 am,
any child arriving after this point must report to the school office
with their adult, as this is the time that registers close.

Any child who arrives after 9:30 am will be given an unauthorised
absence for the morning. If you have 10 unauthorised sessions
within a 10 week period you will be issued a penalty notice.

Holidays
(Leave of absence)

Taking holidays in term time will have a detrimental effect on your
child's progress, as they miss chunks of their learning.

In line with St Mark & All Saints Attendance policy, we will not authorise
any holiday in term time apart from in very specific circumstances and
you must see Mrs Mallett to request leave of absence.

Please remember it is your responsibility to call the
school office (01483 422924) to report all absences
before 9 a.m. or to email info@stmarkallsaints.uk



PENALTY NOTICES

Just to remind parents/carers that if they take their children out of
school without authority for 5 or more days (which do not have to
be consecutive), then the following will apply:

1. If you have not incurred a penalty notice relating to this
child/children in a rolling 3 year period since 19 August 2024, then
the penalty notice will be charged at the rate of £160.00, per
parent/carer per child, if paid within 28 days. This will be reduced to
£80.00 if paid within 21 days of receipt of the notice. Failure to pay
the Penalty Notice will result in Surrey County Council considering
legal proceedings against you in the Magistrates Court.

2. If you have incurred a penalty notice relating to this
child/children since 19 August 2024, the rolling 3 year period will be
activated from the date of the first penalty notice and the second

penalty notice will be charged at the flat rate of £160.00, per
parent/carer per child, if paid within 28 days. There will be no
reduction for payment within 21 days. Failure to pay the Penalty
Notice will result in Surrey County Council considering legal
proceedings against you in the Magistrates Court.

3. If you have incurred 2 penalty notices relating to this
child/children in the rolling 3 year period since the first penalty
notice was issued, then you will NOT receive a third penalty notice —-
Surrey County Council will have no option but to consider a
prosecution, per parent/carer per child, in the Magistrates Court
under's 444 Education Act 1996.

Surrey County Council is not responsible for authorising pupil
absence and therefore cannot withdraw any Penalty Notice
requests without the written permission of the Headteacher.



